[Innovative treatment of acute migraine pain with CGRP receptor antagonists].
Neurogenic inflammation caused by the release of vasoactive neuropeptides such as calcitonin gene-related peptide (CGRP) from nociceptive perivascular nerve fibres has been implicated in the development of acute migraine pain. It has recently been demonstrated that the CGRP receptor antagonist BIBN 4096 BS significantly reduces acute pain in migraine. This therapeutic efficacy provides further evidence for a critical role of CGRP in the pathophysiology of migraine. Given the apparent absence of vasoconstrictor activity both in meningeal and extracranial vessels, BIBN 4096 BS may provide an alternative for the treatment of migraine in those patients where triptans and ergotamine derivatives are contraindicated due to their side effects.